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was consternation in the camp itself. Most of the guards-
men fled, leaving valuable things behind, and the
keepers of the women of Duryodhana's zenana could,
with difficulty, find conveyance for them. They were,
however, safely reached to Hastinapura, where their
sudden return was the signal for general bewailing.
Duryodhana, finding that nobody heeded his attempts to
stay the tide of flight, left the battlefield and concealed
himself in a lake. Only three warriors inquired
about him, viz., Ashwatthama, Kripa and Kritavarma,
and Sanjaya who had seen Duryodhana, told them
that he lay concealed in the lake and had sent with
him word to his father Dhritarashtra. They went
to the lake and Ashwatthama deeply touched bewailed
his sad condition. He asked him to come out, and aided
by them to fight again with the Pandavas, victorious as
they were. Duryodhana however said he was tired and
would wait till the next morning* He asked the three
loyal men to run away and pass the night somewhere
in safety. The conversation -was overheard by- some
huntsmen of the Pandavas who were about on their
work. They informed the Pandavas who, after having
vainly searched for Duryodhana, had returned to their
camp. Overjoyed to get the news of their life-long
enemy the Pandavas set out for the lake and standing
on its bank Yudhishthira called upon Duryodhana to
come out and not to conceal himself like a coward.1
1 The Mahabharata does not explain what Duryodhana did when he
entered into water after staying it by the force of Maya, nor does
it tell us when and where he learnt this Miya. Perhaps he con-
cealed himself in a house surrounded by water and the access to the
house was difficult and hidden.